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With God's love, we can go from enslaving emotions to liberating emotions.
1. Many of us have had a very painful time or many painful times when we have been coldly rejected by someone or by a group of people.  Are you willing to share one of those times?
2. Do you believe that Jesus Christ understands what it is like to be coldly rejected?  Was He every coldly rejected?  When?  What do you believe it was like for Him?
3. As a result of those times, we can feel like there is something unlovable about us.  Have you ever felt like that?
4. At those times we have experienced the world's type of love:  "We love you only if we consider you to be lovable.  If you do not measure up to our requirements and our wants, you deserve to be rejected.  If you fail us in any way, you deserve to be rejected."
5. God's "agape" love is not at all like the world's type of love.  It is unconditional.  He loves you, period!  He will never reject you.  You can only reject Him.  Is there anyone that you know that has come close to persevering in unconditional love for you?  How do the words of Hebrews 13:5b help you and how will it help you in the future?
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Hebrews 13:5b:  "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you."  (See Deuteronomy 31:6) 
